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1. a long pole rising from the deck of the ship

and supports the rigging.

2. heavy piece of metal to help keep the ship

still.

3. famous shipwright during the Gold Rush.

4. known as the father of steam. Sail, material

extended on a mast to catch wind and

propel the boat.

5. floor covering the ships hull structure.

Beam, measure of the width of the ship.

6. most forward part of the hull of the ship.

7. provides needed thrust to propel a ship.

8. harbor where ships unload.

9. distance between surface of the water and

the lowest point of the vessel.

10. charted variations of the Earth's magnetic

field.
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Maritime History Pre-Lesson Discussion Questions 

 

1. Who knows or has learned about the Transcontinental Railroad? Can anybody tell us 

why it’s important? 

2. How do you think people traded goods before trains and steamships? 

3. How do you guys think the Gold Rush pushed industrialization? 

4. Has anybody heard of Mathew Turner? If not, can anybody guess who he was? 

5. What are some important things you feel are important for Mathew Turner's ship to have, 

in order for it to operate? 

6. Can anybody name any parts of the ship? What do you think they do? 

7. Does anybody know who created the first steamboat in San Francisco? Why do we think 

steamboats were really important to San Francisco? 

8. Does anybody know who created the first compass? Why might navigation be an 

important component for water travel? 

9. What do you guys already know about sailing? Has anybody sailed before? 

10. What do you guys want to learn more about while on the ship? 

 

 

 



Name:_____________________ 

Marinship 

1. The Marinship Corporation was created under the order of the ___United States 

Maritime Commission___________, during World War 2, to help build vessels in 

support of the United States’ Armed Forces. 

2. Marinship picked ____Sausalito__ the very next day and a proposal to build the shipyard 

presented in Washington DC was made shortly after. 

3. The _____W. A. Bechtel Company_________ was the company which worked with the 

United States Maritime Commission to create Marinship. 

4. The ships which were built at Marinship were first _____liberty______ ships, then __T2 

Tankers____________. 

5. ___Marin City_____________ was created in order to build dormitory style housing in 

order to provide housing for the workers at marinship. 

Waterfront Strikes 

1. On July 29, 1901 the ________Labor Council of San Francisco______________ called 

on a strike of all waterfront unions under the CIty Front Federation. 

2. ___Dray owners_________ are drivers with low trucks that hold heavy cargo, typically 

without any sides.  

3. In response to the preventing a strike in 1901, the _______Employers 

Association__________________, supported by the Draymen’s Association, was 

founded in order to keep unions in line. 

4. During the ________Great Depression____________, chances of being able to get a job 

were very slim, and working conditions worsened. 



5. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed and enacted the _____National Industry 

Recovery Act_________________(NIRA) which ultimately allowed legal protection for 

unions under Section 7A. 
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Marinship 
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typically without any sides.  
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__________________________________, supported by the Draymen’s Association, was 
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were very slim, and working conditions worsened. 
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Marinship 

The Marinship Corporation was created under the order of the United States Maritime 

Commission, during World War 2, to help build vessels in support of the United States’ Armed 

Forces. The Marinship Corporation, which produced vessels between 1942 to 1945, was created 

very quickly in order to make up for the many ships which were being sunk by German as well 

as Japanese submarines.1 After a telegram from the USMC was received by the W. A. Bechtel 

Company, the shipyard was picked to be one of six emergency shipyards to be built during 

World War 2. Marinship picked Sausalito the very next day and a proposal to build the shipyard 

presented in Washington DC was made shortly after.2 The location of Sausalito was chosen 

because “it was level, largely undeveloped, and had deep-water access close to the Golden 

Gate”3 and the broader Bay Area was chosen for shipbuilding because of “its location on the 

Pacific Coast, it was safe from German U-boat attacks” and there was “ample room for new 

yards with deep water access.”4 The San Francisco Bay Area also had a large amount of skilled 

workers in the region which further made it an ideal location for shipyards. Marinship had started 

off building Liberty ships5, but they eventually began to build T2 tankers. Tankers were vessels 

which transported liquids and gases in bulk, such as petroleum and oil. The shift from Liberty 

 
1Jim Meyer, “Marinship on the Fast Track,” The Sausalito Historical Society (The Sausalito Historical 
Society, January 23, 2019), http://www.sausalitohistoricalsociety.com/2019-
columns/2019/1/23/marinship-on-the-fast-track. 
2 Jim Meyer, “Marinship on the Fast Track,” The Sausalito Historical Society (The Sausalito Historical 
Society, January 23, 2019), http://www.sausalitohistoricalsociety.com/2019-
columns/2019/1/23/marinship-on-the-fast-track. 
3“HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT - City of Sausalito | Home,” accessed October 27, 2020, 
https://www.sausalito.gov/home/showdocument?id=9344. 
4 “HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT - City of Sausalito | Home,” accessed October 27, 2020, 
https://www.sausalito.gov/home/showdocument?id=9344. 
5 Jay Michalsky, “Liberty Ships and Victory Ships, America's Lifeline in War (Teaching with Historic 
Places) (U.S. National Park Service),” National Parks Service (U.S. Department of the Interior), accessed 
October 27, 2020, https://www.nps.gov/articles/liberty-ships-and-victory-ships-america-s-lifeline-in-war-
teaching-with-historic-places.htm. 



ships to tankers required a change in building practices since the workers and corporation 

became very proficient at building Liberty ships.  

 Additionally, Marinship had been strategically placed in an area where mass production 

of ships was possible. The Bay being a very large body of water with significant land for workers 

to work in factories. This development in the wartime industry drew many people from all across 

the country to Marin County, eventually leading to the development of Marin City, to help 

alleviate the housing crisis the Bay was facing because of the boom in jobs. 

Waterfront Strikes 

The immigration to San Francisco brought opportunity to people who wanted to find a 

better way of living and with the development of the city, innovation was needed. The sea, 

however, was the lifeline of San Francisco. The industrialization of San Francisco notably was 

seen in the waterfront, with ports opening along the coast starting from North Beach to modern 

Hunter’s Point.6 The evolution of the ports came at the costs of cheap labour, especially the 

exploitation of Chinese workers. By the 1900s, 350,000 people lived in San Francisco, 

manufacturing occupied a third of the workforce in the city.7 Of course, the conditions to work in 

these ports were cruel and dangerous. It is no surprise that the men working in the waterfront 

would eventually have multiple strikes. The impact of industrialization, the conditions in which 

men had to work under, and the lack of consideration from employers caused one of the biggest 

strikes in San Francisco’s maritime history. Finalized in 1901, the City Front Federation 

 
6 Walker, Richard A. INDUSTRY BUILDS OUT THE CITY: THE SUBURBANIZATION OF 
MANUFACTURING IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 1850-1940. The Manufactured Metropolis, 
2004, http://geog.berkeley.edu/PeopleHistory/faculty/R_Walker/IndustryBuildsOut.pdf. Accessed 23 Oct 
2020. 
7  Walker, Richard A. INDUSTRY BUILDS OUT THE CITY: THE SUBURBANIZATION OF 
MANUFACTURING IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 1850-1940. The Manufactured Metropolis, 
2004, http://geog.berkeley.edu/PeopleHistory/faculty/R_Walker/IndustryBuildsOut.pdf. Accessed 23 Oct 
2020. 



composed of 14 unions, including the Teamsters, Sailors of the Pacific Union, smaller unions.8 

With over 16,000 members, employers of these union men felt intimidated and were concerned 

that they would strike. In response, the Employers’ Association, supported by the Draymen’s 

Association, was founded in order to keep unions in line. Members of the Employers’ 

Association agreed to not give into union demands, if a member of the Association did so then 

the delivery of supplies would cease.9  In July 1901, dray owners (drivers with low trucks that 

hold heavy cargo, typically without any sides) were ordered by the association to lockout any 

worker who refused to haul any baggage that was directed to nonunion firms. 10 Refusing to do 

so, approximately 1,000 men were dismissed from working that day. On July 29, 1901 the Labor 

Council of San Francisco called on a strike of all waterfront unions under the CIty Front 

Federation. During the Great Depression, chances of being able to get a job were very slim, and 

working conditions worsened. Union member numbers were decreasing, and the loss of previous 

strikes had also impacted the amount of work lord each union member was receiving. In 1933, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed and enacted the National Industry Recovery Act (NIRA) 

which ultimately allowed legal protection for unions under Section 7A. The International 

Longshoreman Association (ILA) in San Francisco would ultimately demand the abolishment of 

shape-ups, six hour work days or a 30 hour week and a raise of $1 dollar. These demands would 

eventually lead to biggest and bloodiest union strike in San Francisco. On May 9, 1934 two 

hundred longshoremen walked out of their jobs and in response, a hundred cops were sent in 

 
8 "1901 General Strike On San Francisco's Waterfront - Foundsf". Foundsf.Org, 2020, 
https://www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=1901_General_Strike_on_San_Francisco%27s_Waterfront. 
9 Elrick, John. "Social Conflict and the Politics of Reform: Mayor James D. Phelan and the San Francisco 

Waterfront Strike of 1901." California History 88, no. 2 (2011): 4-56. Accessed October 23, 2020. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23052266. 
10 Myrow, Rachel. "Labor Day Special: The San Francisco Waterfront Strike Of 1901 | KQED". KQED, 
2020, https://www.kqed.org/news/74674/labor-day-special-the-san-francisco-waterfront-strike-of-1901. 
 



response to the strikers who were met with clubbing and arrests. This eventually initiated the 

strike that would last 83 days, backed by the other cities in the waterfront. The attacks by the 

police happened all day, and when rumors of the National Guard were arriving in the city, the 

strikers began to seize the railroad. At the end of the day two men, Nicholas Bordoise and 

Howard Sperry, had died in the strike. 11  In response, more than 30,000 workers went out on 

strike. Strikers and union men were soon labelled as communist and radicals and policemen 

would target the Marine Workers Industrial Union.12 Terrorizing the workers was encouraged by 

the mayor of San Francisco, who wanted to put an end to the strike. Arresting and attacking 

union men and people who were on the picket line was not uncommon. Going on after 83 days, 

the Teamstersters finally agreed to get back to work. Fortunately, the strikers had won this strike, 

and their terms were met, with the exception of only working 95 cents an hour, rather than the 

one dollar an hour demand. 13 

 

 

 

 
11 Glass, Fred B. "The San Francisco General Strike." In From Mission to Microchip: A History of the 
California Labor Movement, 229-46. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016. 
Accessed October 23, 2020. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1xxsfk.23. 
12 Ezez. 2020. "The General Strike of 1934 - FoundSF". Foundsf.org. 
https://www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=The_General_Strike_of_1934. 
13 Glass, Fred B. "The San Francisco General Strike." In From Mission to Microchip: A History of the 
California Labor Movement, 229-46. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016. 
Accessed October 23, 2020. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1xxsfk.23. 



Marinship 

The Marinship Corporation was created under the order of the United States Maritime 

Commission, during World War 2, to help build vessels in support of the United States’ Armed 

Forces. The Marinship Corporation, which produced vessels between 1942 to 1945, was created 

very quickly in order to make up for the many ships which were being sunk by German as well 

as Japanese submarines.1 After a telegram from the USMC was received by the W. A. Bechtel 

Company, the shipyard was picked to be one of six emergency shipyards to be built during 

World War 2. Marinship picked Sausalito the very next day and a proposal to build the shipyard 

presented in Washington DC was made shortly after.2 The location of Sausalito was chosen 

because “it was level, largely undeveloped, and had deep-water access close to the Golden 
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off building Liberty ships5, but they eventually began to build T2 tankers. Tankers were vessels 

which transported liquids and gases in bulk, such as petroleum and oil. The shift from Liberty 

 
1Jim Meyer, “Marinship on the Fast Track,” The Sausalito Historical Society (The Sausalito Historical 
Society, January 23, 2019), http://www.sausalitohistoricalsociety.com/2019-
columns/2019/1/23/marinship-on-the-fast-track. 
2 Jim Meyer, “Marinship on the Fast Track,” The Sausalito Historical Society (The Sausalito Historical 
Society, January 23, 2019), http://www.sausalitohistoricalsociety.com/2019-
columns/2019/1/23/marinship-on-the-fast-track. 
3“HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT - City of Sausalito | Home,” accessed October 27, 2020, 
https://www.sausalito.gov/home/showdocument?id=9344. 
4 “HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT - City of Sausalito | Home,” accessed October 27, 2020, 
https://www.sausalito.gov/home/showdocument?id=9344. 
5 Jay Michalsky, “Liberty Ships and Victory Ships, America's Lifeline in War (Teaching with Historic 
Places) (U.S. National Park Service),” National Parks Service (U.S. Department of the Interior), accessed 
October 27, 2020, https://www.nps.gov/articles/liberty-ships-and-victory-ships-america-s-lifeline-in-war-
teaching-with-historic-places.htm. 



ships to tankers required a change in building practices since the workers and corporation 

became very proficient at building Liberty ships.  

 Additionally, Marinship had been strategically placed in an area where mass production 

of ships was possible. The Bay being a very large body of water with significant land for workers 

to work in factories. This development in the wartime industry drew many people from all across 

the country to Marin County, eventually leading to the development of Marin City, to help 

alleviate the housing crisis the Bay was facing because of the boom in jobs. 

Waterfront Strikes 

The immigration to San Francisco brought opportunity to people who wanted to find a 

better way of living and with the development of the city, innovation was needed. The sea, 

however, was the lifeline of San Francisco. The industrialization of San Francisco notably was 

seen in the waterfront, with ports opening along the coast starting from North Beach to modern 

Hunter’s Point.6 The evolution of the ports came at the costs of cheap labour, especially the 

exploitation of Chinese workers. By the 1900s, 350,000 people lived in San Francisco, 

manufacturing occupied a third of the workforce in the city.7 Of course, the conditions to work in 

these ports were cruel and dangerous. It is no surprise that the men working in the waterfront 

would eventually have multiple strikes. The impact of industrialization, the conditions in which 

men had to work under, and the lack of consideration from employers caused one of the biggest 

strikes in San Francisco’s maritime history. Finalized in 1901, the City Front Federation 

 
6 Walker, Richard A. INDUSTRY BUILDS OUT THE CITY: THE SUBURBANIZATION OF 
MANUFACTURING IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 1850-1940. The Manufactured Metropolis, 
2004, http://geog.berkeley.edu/PeopleHistory/faculty/R_Walker/IndustryBuildsOut.pdf. Accessed 23 Oct 
2020. 
7  Walker, Richard A. INDUSTRY BUILDS OUT THE CITY: THE SUBURBANIZATION OF 
MANUFACTURING IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 1850-1940. The Manufactured Metropolis, 
2004, http://geog.berkeley.edu/PeopleHistory/faculty/R_Walker/IndustryBuildsOut.pdf. Accessed 23 Oct 
2020. 



composed of 14 unions, including the Teamsters, Sailors of the Pacific Union, smaller unions.8 

With over 16,000 members, employers of these union men felt intimidated and were concerned 

that they would strike. In response, the Employers’ Association, supported by the Draymen’s 

Association, was founded in order to keep unions in line. Members of the Employers’ 

Association agreed to not give into union demands, if a member of the Association did so then 

the delivery of supplies would cease.9  In July 1901, dray owners (drivers with low trucks that 

hold heavy cargo, typically without any sides) were ordered by the association to lockout any 

worker who refused to haul any baggage that was directed to nonunion firms. 10 Refusing to do 

so, approximately 1,000 men were dismissed from working that day. On July 29, 1901 the Labor 

Council of San Francisco called on a strike of all waterfront unions under the CIty Front 

Federation. During the Great Depression, chances of being able to get a job were very slim, and 

working conditions worsened. Union member numbers were decreasing, and the loss of previous 

strikes had also impacted the amount of work lord each union member was receiving. In 1933, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed and enacted the National Industry Recovery Act (NIRA) 

which ultimately allowed legal protection for unions under Section 7A. The International 

Longshoreman Association (ILA) in San Francisco would ultimately demand the abolishment of 

shape-ups, six hour work days or a 30 hour week and a raise of $1 dollar. These demands would 

eventually lead to biggest and bloodiest union strike in San Francisco. On May 9, 1934 two 

hundred longshoremen walked out of their jobs and in response, a hundred cops were sent in 

 
8 "1901 General Strike On San Francisco's Waterfront - Foundsf". Foundsf.Org, 2020, 
https://www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=1901_General_Strike_on_San_Francisco%27s_Waterfront. 
9 Elrick, John. "Social Conflict and the Politics of Reform: Mayor James D. Phelan and the San Francisco 

Waterfront Strike of 1901." California History 88, no. 2 (2011): 4-56. Accessed October 23, 2020. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23052266. 
10 Myrow, Rachel. "Labor Day Special: The San Francisco Waterfront Strike Of 1901 | KQED". KQED, 
2020, https://www.kqed.org/news/74674/labor-day-special-the-san-francisco-waterfront-strike-of-1901. 
 



response to the strikers who were met with clubbing and arrests. This eventually initiated the 

strike that would last 83 days, backed by the other cities in the waterfront. The attacks by the 

police happened all day, and when rumors of the National Guard were arriving in the city, the 

strikers began to seize the railroad. At the end of the day two men, Nicholas Bordoise and 

Howard Sperry, had died in the strike. 11  In response, more than 30,000 workers went out on 

strike. Strikers and union men were soon labelled as communist and radicals and policemen 

would target the Marine Workers Industrial Union.12 Terrorizing the workers was encouraged by 

the mayor of San Francisco, who wanted to put an end to the strike. Arresting and attacking 

union men and people who were on the picket line was not uncommon. Going on after 83 days, 

the Teamstersters finally agreed to get back to work. Fortunately, the strikers had won this strike, 

and their terms were met, with the exception of only working 95 cents an hour, rather than the 

one dollar an hour demand. 13 

 

 

 

 
11 Glass, Fred B. "The San Francisco General Strike." In From Mission to Microchip: A History of the 
California Labor Movement, 229-46. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016. 
Accessed October 23, 2020. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1xxsfk.23. 
12 Ezez. 2020. "The General Strike of 1934 - FoundSF". Foundsf.org. 
https://www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=The_General_Strike_of_1934. 
13 Glass, Fred B. "The San Francisco General Strike." In From Mission to Microchip: A History of the 
California Labor Movement, 229-46. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016. 
Accessed October 23, 2020. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1xxsfk.23. 


